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Pastor Kevin Woestehoff
Office Hours: 1-4 Tues & Thurs
Email: kevin.goodshepherd
@embargmail.com
Home Phone: 534-0122
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Weinrich
Office Hours:  Vary
Email: deb.goodshepherd
@embargmail.com

Multiple Touch Ministry

Our mission is to reach out to
congregation and community
members in times of joy and
celebration, pain, sorrow or
whenever the need may arise. If you
know someone needing a cheerful
card, phone call, or food please
contact Betty Fahrenz (876-2961) or
Lynn Eversman (534-2336) during
the month of September.
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS

Although we have a whole month of summer left, the leadership at Good
Shepherd is busy making plans for the fall program year. Watch for the
many exciting education opportunities this year—including many interesting
adult education classes. Mark you calendars now for the upcoming events!

Bedtime Bible stories
(for 3 year olds & parents)
SS teacher meeting
SS kick off for parents & children
Ebenezer Sunday
(worship and fellowship for all)
Third Graders receive Bibles from parents
Confirmation orientation
(for 7"-8" grade & parents)
Senior High Campfile/Cookout
Sunday school classes begin
Celebration of 3 year olds beginning
Sunday school

Wed. Sept. 9 at 6:00 pm

Wed. Sept. 9 at 7:00 pm
Sun. Sept 13 at 9:15 am
Sun. Sept. 13 at 10:30 am

Sun. Sept. 13 at 10:30 am
Wed. Sept. 16 at 6:00 pm

Wed. Sept. 16 at 7:00 pm
Sun. Sept. 20 at 9:15 am
Sun. Sept. 20 at 10:30 am

“...Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18

During our fall of 2008 cottage meetings, the people of Good Shepherd have
felt God’s call to grow deeper in faith and deeper in service. This verse from
2 Peter speaks of how we are to live in the present day. “Grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” is a theme verse for our
ministry efforts throughout the 2009-2010 church year. Our ministry leaders
are planning ways for all ages to have opportunities to grow deeper in faith
and service. Where is God calling you to grow?

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13™ |S EBENEZER SUNDAY!
9:15 a.m. Sunday School students, parents, and teachers gather in
the sanctuary.
10:30 a.m. One worship service of Thanksgiving
12:00 p.m. Share a meal together on the front lawn
This will be a time of giving thanks for what God has done.
Ebenezer Sunday Checklist:
v Take time to reflect on what God has done in your life and at Good
Shepherd.
v' Bring a stone to remember and symbolize what God has done.
v' Come ready to give thanks to God at the 10:30 a.m. worship!
v/ Continue the celebration with a noon meal under the big tent in the

front lawn.



ENLARGING THE CIRCLE OF MINISTRY

SPACE STUDY

A presentation on the Space Study will be held Sunday October 4" at 9:15 a.m.

As a congregation we continue to master plan to live out our calling to “Grow deeper in faith and service.” In
carrying out this vision, we look at the ministry tools of staffing, programming, finances, and facility.

As we look at our facility as a ministry tool, we continue to need your thoughtful input. The space study has asked
the question, “What kind of space is needed to do ministry well?” We have received some great ideas, questions,
and other feedback to the preliminary drawings that have been posted in the narthex. Thank you for taking time to
write your thoughts on the drawings, and please continue to give your feedback.

In order to further engage in this conversation, David Kane of Kane & Johnson Architects will be at Good Shepherd
on Sunday, October 4™ from 9:15-10:15 a.m. to lead a presentation on the space study and to look together at
some drawings. The conversation will take place in the sanctuary following the 8 a.m. worship service.

Thank you for your partnership in this space study!

Blessings,

The Space Study Team

Arlan Simonson, Chair; Ron Fahrenz, Carol Goergen-Fenske, Dawn Suntken, Gloria Keseley, and Pastor Kevin
Woestehoff

EDUCATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION

All children age 3 through g™ grade are invited and encouraged to participate in Sunday school at Good Shepherd.
Classes will begin on September. 20. Our teachers are busy getting ready with a new curriculum that will focus on
the Bible and follow the church year.

New this year is registration for Sunday school. We want all children to register so we have current information
about our children. We ask you to do this as soon as possible, so our teachers can be prepared and ready for the
kids who are planning to attend SS. Forms were sent in last month’s newsletter and are also available at church.

New students are always welcome! Give a registration form to a friend or neighbor and invite their children to
participate too.

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK OFF

Sunday school will kick off at 9:15 a.m. on September 13, Ebenezer Sunday. All parents, students, and teachers
will begin in the sanctuary. Then parents and students will go to classrooms to meet their teachers. Kids won't
want to miss the special Ebenezer activity.



EDUCATION conTiNnuED ...

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

We give thanks to God for the awesome leaders who will be teaching Sunday school this year! Please keep them
in your prayers as they commit to sharing stories of God’s love with our children and youth. We still need teachers
for 4™ grade, and we need one more team teacher for the preschool class.

All Sunday school teachers and helpers will meet on Wednesday, September 9 at 7:00 pm. This is an important
time to learn about students, curriculum, and the year. Most important, we will pray for our children. Please plan
on attending. Contact Carole Joyce (269-9374) if you have questions.

TOGETHER IN FAITH:
THIRD GRADERS AND PARENTS “OPENING THE BIBLE”

During worship on September 13", we will celebrate the milestone of 3" graders receiving Bibles from their
parents. The Bibles are a gift from Good Shepherd, and are presented by parents to children. This is one step of
fulfilling the promises we made at baptism.

Parents and children should plan to attend a special series of three Sunday School classes about the Bible on
September 20™, 27", & October 4™, Together they will learn helpful facts about the Bible, discover how to read it
together, and enjoy a memorable time of interaction. Third graders will read scripture together as a class during
worship on October 11™.

TRAINING EVENT FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS,
YOUTH VOLUNTEERS, AND CARING ADULTS
Saturday, September 19 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
at Mount Olive in Rochester

Kick off the program year by coming to learn, worship, and be equipped for ministry with children and youth.

Everyone is invited to this event. Join other teachers and mentors from across the city and around the synod.
Keynote speaker is Terri Elton from Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. Registration and breakfast start at 9am.
Worship and keynote are at 9:30am. Participants will have time to attend 2 workshops with a variety of topics.

Workshops will include:

*Praying with Children and Youth

*Opening the Bible with Children

*Boundary Setting: Protected in Jesus’ Name
*Mentoring Youth

*Leading Effective Small Groups with Middle Schoolers
*Service and Mission Ideas

*Teaching Sunday School 101

*Discipline

*Team Building with Youth & Children

Good Shepherd will pay the registration fee for anyone who wants to attend. Contact Carole Joyce 269-9374 with
guestions or more information.



EDUCATION conTiNnuED ...

CONFIRMATION MINISTRY

7" & 8" Grade Confirmation Ministry

Confirmation Kick-Off: Wednesday, September 16", 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 7" and 8" grade
students and parents gather at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck meal. Please bring a dish to pass, and a beverage. We will
look ahead at our year together.

RELIGIOUS RELEASE FOR P-E-M 1°" -6'" GRADES

Plainview-Elgin-Millville students in 1st through 6" grades who are interested in attending a weekly hour of religious
education should complete the necessary paperwork that will be provided through the school district.

ADULT EDUCATION

We are never too old for Sunday school. Baptism begins a LIFELONG journey with Jesus Christ. One part of that
journey is continuing to study the Bible and think about life’s big questions in relationship to our faith. With that in
mind, an exciting year of adult education opportunities is being planned for both Sunday mornings and Wednesday
evenings for Good Shepherd adults. All adults are encouraged to attend

Sunday mornings start with coffee and fellowship at 9:15 am. We will then gather in the sanctuary at 9:30 am for
the following topics:

» September 20: Overview of the year’s education opportunities
o September 27: Beginning “A Gardener, Two Travelers and a Cheat”
This will be continued on October 11, 18 and 25.

An adult opportunity will also be offered on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm. Some will be intergenerational with
topics that Confirmation students are studying too.

o September 23: How did the Bible come to be?
o September 30: How do we read the Bible?



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/YOUTH

BEDTIME BIBLE STORY NIGHT FOR 3 YEAR-OLDS AND PARENTS:
6:00 P.M. SEPTEMBER 9™"

Beginning Sunday school at age three is an important milestone in a child’s life! Parents and three year olds are
invited to Bedtime Bible stories on Wednesday, September 9 at 6:00 pm. Children receive their own Beginner’s
Bible, meet their Sunday school teachers, and get a tour of the church. Parents will join in the activities, meet other
parents, and think more about their role in their child’s faith journey. Then on Sunday, September 20, these same
children will be recognized at the 10:30 am worship service. All three year olds are welcome! Come in your
pajamas and bring a favorite stuffed animal.

EBENEZER SUNDAY

As mentioned previously, a celebration of thanks for what God has done will be held on Sunday, September 13"
At 9:15 a.m. students, teachers and parents will gather for Sunday School. One worship service of thanksgiving
will be held at 10:30 a.m.. At 12:00 noon we will share a meal together on the front lawn. Please plan to spend
time with us as we at Good Shepherd raise our Ebenezer stone to give thanks for the many joys and helps that
God has given us.

We are in need of desserts for that day, either apple crisp or brownies. The rest of the meal will be provided. If you
are willing to help out by bringing a dessert, please indicate on the “Count Me In” form.

FIRST WEDNESDAYS

Join us for food, education, a committee meeting or two, or just fellowship as we kick off First Wednesdays at Good
Shepherd. On October 7" from 5:30 — 7:00 p.m. the Senior High Youth will serve dinner in the fellowship hall. A
free will offering will be collected. All proceeds will go toward the mission trip which will take place during the
summer of 2010. Everyone is invited.

Committee chairs and small group leaders, please plan to hold your regular meetings on First Wednesdays, the
first Wednesday of each month. Let the church office know as soon as you have established a time and please
make all of your committee members aware of this ASAP. Also think about where you plan to meet, as we hope to
have several meetings taking place that evening. It would also be helpful if you would let the church office know
approximately how long the meeting will last. If you have members who are involved in more than one committee,
you may wish to hold your meeting earlier or later to accommodate those members.

Pastor Kevin plans to be available to attend a portion of each meeting as needed, but for this to happen,

communication is key. Join with us as we strive to grow deeper in faith and deeper in service. Let's fill the walls
of Good Shepherd on First Wednesdays.

FIRST WEDNESDAY MEALS

Is your group, committee or team willing to prepare a dinner on a Wednesday evening at Good Shepherd? These
dinners will be served form 5:00 — 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month beginning in October. A free
will offering will be collected. This money can be used to fund a project or be donated to a cause of the groups
choosing. If your group is interested in serving a meal, please indicate on the “Count Me In” form. The Senior High
Youth will kick off the meals by serving the October dinner. Available 2009 dates are November 4 & December 2.
Please consider joining the fun on First Wednesdays by preparing a meal for your church family at Good Shepherd.



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/YOUTH conTiNnueD ...

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

Senior High Youth Ministry — A good thing growing! (Grades 9-12)

Come out for the 7:00 pm September 16™ Cook-out and Campfire!

We will enjoy some hamburgers and hot dogs as we begin another school year. We will continue to meet on
Wednesday nights during the school year. We are meeting at 7:00 pm on the 16" to take advantage of some
daylight and to share a meal. During the rest of the year we will meet on Wednesday nights from 7:30- 8:30 pm in
the youth room.

The ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans this past July was a powerful experience for 14 youth. We are starting
to make plans for some type of service trip to take place during the summer of 2010!

Aluminum Can Collection

The senior high youth continue to collect aluminum cans. Please place your bagged cans in the wood crate
between the two sheds and we will take care of it from there. Thanks for your continued support!

BOX PROJECT UPDATE

Email received 8-18-09
Hello,

| just wanted to say, “How is everyone?” School has started here. We got lots of new teachers this time.
Maybe this year will be better. Monique has been going for three weeks now. She loves school. | hope she gets
perfect attendance for this term. The kids are in uniforms again this year.

How is your weather? Ours is fine, just hot. We got rain today, but not very much. Everyone in the family
sends a big hello. Take care. Love, Jeanette and family

MILESTONE MOMENTS

Baptism...
Blessings to Leah Elizabeth Ninas, who was baptized on August 23, 2009. Leah is the daughter of Ben and Amy

Ninas.

Blessings to Eric Matthew Roforth, who was baptized on August 30, 2009. Eric is the son of Matthew Roforth and
Stacy Johnson.

Weddings...
Blessings to Katie Axelson and Durand Kahn, who were married at Good Shepherd on August 15, 2009.



CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/YOUTH conTiNueD ...
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The Scheuneman — Hanson Memorial
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The 21° Annual Good Shepherd Golf Tournament, the Scheuneman-Hanson Memorial,
took place on August 2, 2008 at Piper Hills Golf course. A very pleasant morning to be
on the course was enjoyed by about 15 golfers; several other members joined the golfers
for lunch and fellowship. Awards were presented before the lunch at The Hill. Thank you
to Cheryl Schneider and family who donated prizes to enhance the tournament. Thanks
you to all who participated in the golf and fellowship.

Golf Tournament Results-Trophy Winners

Men’s Champion: Jeremy Tesch
Men’s Runner up: Todd Wangen
Lee Olson
Women’s Champion: Lana Schneider
Junior Champion: Gannon Olson
Scheuneman-Hanson
Traveling Trophy: Les Berning

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Don’t praise yourself; let others do it!




WORSHIP & MUSIC

COME SING A SONG

In Minnesota summer seems to “fly by”! | used to think that was true because | was teaching and needed the
summer to get caught up on all | did not do during the school year but now | am retired and the summer still flies by!
Is it that Minnesota summers are so short or do we just try to cram too much into them?

It is hard to believe that soon we will start our Children’s Choir program year. As you start planning for school, |
hope that you will also start planning how you can share your gifts with the Good Shepherd music program. God
has blessed all of us with gifts and our gift to Him is how we use those gifts.

If you are in grades K-6 you are invited to come and sing with the Good Shepherd Children’s Choir. All voices are
welcome — experienced and new, boys and girls! The past couple of years only girls have participated so | fear our
young men think the choir is only for girls. There was a time in Good Shepherd’s history when there were as many
boys as girls in the choir. The guys were strong, So parents encourage your guys to come and sing. We practice
every Wednesday night from 6:30 to 7:30 and we participate in the worship service at least once a month and
sometimes twice. We mix fun with learning. The children learn how to use their voices properly, what it means to
be a worship participant, good music literature, some reading of musical notes, feeling and learning rhythms, and
play musical games.

Our first gathering will be August 26 at 6:00pm. This meeting will be used as our sign-up time and our robe
fitting time. If you are interested, come to the church on Wednesday, August 26 and | will fit you with a robe and
get you signed up. Please come to the Youth Room for sign-up and fitting. Parents may stay because as soon as |
have the information | need and the child’s robe is fitted, the children are free to go. | will stay until 7:00 pm when
church begins.

Our first rehearsal will be on Wednesday, September 2 at 6:30-7:30. This rehearsal is before school actually
starts. | would like to have the choir sing for Ebeneezer Sunday, September 13, so we need a couple weeks to
prepare. We need to get into music this night so | want sign-up and robe fitting completed the week before. The
children will be given a schedule for practices and the Sundays we sing at our first or second rehearsal.

“One voice can make a difference.” Parents please share this information with your eligible child and encourage
him or her to share the gifts God has given them. Please put the above dates on your calendar. They will be here
before we know it! | look forward to singing with the Good Shepherd Children’s Choir and sharing in their ministry.
If you have questions, please call Gloria Keseley, 534-2147.

“Music shared plays forever.”
Gloria Keseley
Children’s Choir Director



MISCELLANEOUS

The Eleventh Biennial Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) was held Aug. 17-23, 2009, at the Minneapolis Convention Center. About
2,300 people participated, including 1,045 voting members. The theme was “God's work.
Our hands."

Full Communion with the United Methodist Church Adopted

By a vote of 958-51, the assembly adopted a full communion agreement with the United Methodist Church (UMC).
This is the ELCA'’s sixth full-communion relationship and the first for the UMC. The assembly also established a
joint commission to oversee the relationship by a vote of 922-15. In 2008 the UMC General Conference adopted
the same proposal. Full communion means that the two churches identify in one another a common Christian faith;
agree to mutual recognition of Baptism and the sharing of Holy Communion; worship together and recognize each
other's ordained ministers for service in either church; express a common commitment to evangelism, witness and
service; engage in common decision-making on critical matters; and agree to a mutual lifting of criticisms that may
exist between the churches.

Carlos Pefia Re-elected Vice President

Vice President Carlos Pefia of Galveston, Texas, was elected on the fourth ballot to a second six-year term as vice
president with 580 votes, 60.8 percent of the votes cast. Pefia was elected over Ryan M. Schwarz, McLean, Va.,
who received 264 votes, and Norma J. Hirsch, Des Moines, lowa, who received 110 votes. There were 97
nominees on the first ballot.

HIV and AIDS Funding Proposal Adopted

The assembly voted 884-41 to approve a proposal to raise $10 million over three years to support this church's HIV
and AIDS strategy. A $1 million goal encouraged by the 2007 Churchwide Assembly will be included in the $10
million. The ELCA Church Council approved the strategy in March.

Development of Lutheran Malaria Initiative Approved

By a vote of 989-11, the assembly approved continued development of an initiative to fight malaria, particularly in
Africa. The Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) is a shared effort with Lutheran World Relief (LWR), The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the United Nations Foundation. The assembly authorized continued receipt
of gifts designated for the LMI, and asked that a report and recommendations for a possible churchwide LMI
campaign be brought to the 2011 assembly.

Social Statement, "Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust," Adopted

The assembly adopted by a vote of 676-338 -- precisely two-thirds of those voting -- “Human Sexuality: Gift and
Trust,” the ELCA’s 10th social statement, with editorial amendments. It also adopted 15 implementing resolutions
by a vote of 695-285. The social statement is a theological and teaching document that builds on the key Lutheran
principles of justification by grace and Christian freedom to serve the neighbor. It emphasizes that central to our
vocation, in relation to human sexuality, is the building and protection of trust in relationships. It therefore affirms
that we are called to be trustworthy in our human sexuality and to build social institutions and practices in which
trust and trustworthy relationships can thrive. The social statement addresses, among other topics, marriage,
same-gender relationships, families, protecting children, friendships, commitment, social responsibility and moral
discernment. Regarding same-gender committed relationships, the social statement recognizes that members of
this church are not in agreement and identifies the different perspectives that are present among us.

Ministry Policies Resolutions Adopted

Voting members adopted resolutions proposed by the Church Council based on those contained in a “Report and
Recommendation on Ministry Policies.” The assembly determined on August 17 that majority votes were required
on each resolution for adoption. The actions direct that changes be made to churchwide policy documents to make
it possible for people in publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships to serve as
rostered leaders in the ELCA. The assembly adopted the resolutions in the following order:




MISCELLANEOUS conTiNuED ...

Resolution 3: Adopted by a vote of 771-230 as amended: “Resolved, that in the implementation of any resolutions
on ministry policies, the ELCA commit itself to bear one another's burdens, love the neighbor, and respect the
bound consciences of all."

Resolution 1: Adopted by a vote of 619-402: “Resolved, that the ELCA commit itself to finding ways to allow
congregations that choose to do so to recognize, support and hold publicly accountable lifelong, monogamous,
same-gender relationships.”

Resolution 2: Adopted by a vote of 559-451: “Resolved, that the ELCA commit itself to finding a way for people in
such publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships to serve as rostered leaders of this
church.”

Resolution 4: Adopted by a vote of 667-307 as amended: This resolution called upon members to respect the
bound consciences of those with whom they disagree; declared the intent to allow structured flexibility in decision-
making about candidacy and the call process; eliminated the prohibition of rostered service by members in publicly
accountable, lifelong, monogamous same-gender relationships; recognized and committed to respect the
conviction of members who believe that the ELCA should not call or roster people in committed same-gender
relationships; called for development of accountability guidelines; directed that appropriate amendments to ministry
policy documents be drafted and approved by the Church Council; and urged that this church continue to trust
congregations, bishops, synods and others responsible for determining who should be called into public ministry.



BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays
09/02 | Marlene Johnson 09/15 | Lyllia Benike
Bretney Karsjens 09/17 | Rich Harwood
09/03 | Kim Lange 09/18 | Samantha Ackman
Allen Breuer Justin Schmidt
Dave LaBare Kaylee Hutchison
Darcee Brinkman 09/19 | Jason Engler
Ben Timm Matthew Keseley
09/05 | Bill Zabel Sage Grover
Bryson Boettcher Bo Brinkman
09/06 | Betty Norregaard 09/20 | Dick Bristow
Tina Erickson Laurie Albers
Lindsey Woestehoff Mike Kobler
09/07 | Lukas Herrmann 09/21 | Jay Schmidt
Dylan Tradup Amber Kingsley
09/08 | Kyle Hanson 09/22 | Kelly Nesler
09/09 | Les Berning 00/23 | Diane Petit
Joanne Melbostad Luke Hanson
09/11 | Tami Sawyer 09/24 | Levi Folkert
Conner Ramthun Isabella Horstman
09/12 | Nathen Nesler Quentin Lundeen
Raelin Ellinghuysen 09/25 | Katie Kahn
09/13 | Nathan Norregaard 09/26 | Tom Herrmann
Andrea Fick Dawn Breuer
09/14 | Jason Patzer Dustin Froisland
09/15 | Pat Hanson-Haack 09/27 | Heidi Boettcher
Karen Fasching 09/28 | Lance Tangen
Parker Shanks 09/29 | Dar Weaver
Anniversaries
09/03 | Steve & Cheryl Schneider 09/15 | Nate & Kelly Nesler
09/07 | Scott & Kathy Rohlik 0i/16 | Nate & Alicia Pfeilsticker
Reed & Tammy VanHove 09/17 | Gary & Linda Tesmer
Mike & Kathy Sveen 09/18 | Stan & Donna Tesch
09/08 | Neil & Dar Weaver 09/20 | Les & Carla Berning
09/09 | Peter & Kelly Zimmerman 09/21 | Terry & Lonnie Yust
Kurt & Tricia Schumacher Wayne & Michelle Wendt
Jason & Kelly Engler 09/23 | Bob & Barb Petit
09/10 | Dan & Linda Schmitz 09/24 | Dan & Jane McCann
09/12 | Don & Darlene Mueske 09/26 | Mark & Laurie Timm
09/15 | Eugene & Lynn Eversman Dave & Pat Haack

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU HAVE ADDITIONS

OR CORRECTIONS TO THE LIST OF BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES.
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The Shepherd’s Staff is a communication tool among our friends and members spreading the word of Jesus Christ with news of
our church and related events. It is published monthly by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Plainview-Elgin.

VISION STATEMENT, GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Claimed by God through Word & Sacrament, we move forward with a NEW VIEW:

Notice the needs of our congregation, community, and world with eyes of faith.
Educate all from cradle to grave.
Worship in thankfulness and joy.

Value all generations in passing on the faith.

Identify and affirm the gifts of God’s people.

Energize God’s people to use their gifts for ministry.
Welcome the opportunity to walk the talk with our youth.

The submission deadline for the October 2009 Newsletter is

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER
22.



